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Fall Brings Stewardship Into Focus

October brings a host of expected events: OU/Texas football, Friday night homecoming walk-around in Stillwater, cooler temperatures, sweeter weather, and an annual Stewardship Campaign for the Church. It is
possible not all the fall happenings listed are met with the same degree of enthusiasm, but each plays an
important role within our annual cycle.
There are two facets of the Stewardship Campaign I want to discuss: the financial and the
spiritual aspects. While the two are certainly interrelated, they each have their individual
centers.
It would be difficult to understate the importance of the Stewardship Campaign from a financial perspective as it serves to establish a baseline for our ministry plans for the coming
year. The operating budget for Church of the Servant currently sits at just over $4 million
dollars annually, with an additional $1.5 million dollars in capital expenses and monies
drawn from designated gifts to the congregation. It is necessary each year to generate this
revenue stream, as there are few if any funds set aside in reserve.
While this pattern requires a great deal of faith, we believe it is an appropriate response.
Our desire is to pour each dollar into current ministry today, rather than storing it away for
some potential future need. The leadership of the congregation strives to be diligent in the
financial stewardship of the congregation and I believe the results speak for themselves.
As we enter into the final months of 2016, we are celebrating an unexpected surplus from
operations as well as a nearly $1 million reduction in our total indebtedness in the past
twelve months.
Rev. Randy Shrauner
Executive Minister

As we plan for the coming year, each pledge, whether from a longtime Church of the Servant member or a family who has just recently joined, is important to our ministries. Each
pledge, whether large or small, makes a difference. Whether we are paying an electric bill
that averages $411 a day or purchasing a $12 book to support a Sunday school curriculum, your giving, no matter the
amount, makes the ministries of this wonderful congregation possible and contributes to changed lives in the name
of Jesus Christ. As you consider your estimate of giving for the coming year, I would ask you to prayerfully consider
what God would have you do.
While the financial aspect of a Stewardship Campaign might seem to dominate the discussion, particularly when we
consider what our individual giving might do for someone else, the question of how our giving impacts us as the “giver”
is just as important. The spiritual discipline of giving is deeply rooted in Scripture as from Genesis to Revelation. The
idea of an offering to God in response to what we have received is ever present. Our giving is not conditional; we
do not give with the expectation of blessing (spiritual or material) to occur, and our giving in no way obligates God in
our favor. The change is not in God, but in us. We give as a recognition that all we have we have first received as
a gift – whether in the form of financial resources or the strength, skill, and ability to generate them. Our giving is an
acknowledgement that from our first dollar to our last, we are dependent upon God in all things.
May you find joy in the month of October and relish each and every aspect – even an annual Stewardship Campaign.
God is at work changing the seasons, and changing our hearts as year-by-year we grow in the likeness of Christ.
– Randy
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Missions
Earthglow Market

Can you smell the chili, beans and cornbread? Are you craving
some of that famous chocolate sheet cake?
Join us at the Earthglow Market on Saturday, November 12,
9:00a.m.-3:00 p.m. Home décor, both holiday and everyday,
will be available. Jump start your Christmas shopping with hand
made gifts, boutique items, repurposed/recycled items, jewelry,
soaps, accessories, hand painted items, and much more.
Bake sale items will abound with goodies provided by Warm
World Preschool moms, the TLC Sunday school class, Earthglow
volunteers, and others to satisfy your sweet tooth.
So mark your calendar and plan to eat and shop, and then eat
and shop some more! Remember, all proceeds from the Market
benefit local missions.
If you are interested in participating as a merchant for the 2016
Market, please contact Lisa at LMTFANS@cox.net.

Helping Hurricane Victims

Partner with VIM and the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
UMCOR responds to natural or civil disasters of such magnitude that they overwhelm
a community’s ability to recover on its own.
Through UMCOR, United Methodists extend
loving care to people within the United States
and around the world. People in the ravaged
areas are seen as partners, not victims, and
UMCOR works to empower them. Wherever
possible, UMCOR cooperates with other aid
organizations to extend its reach. UMCOR
provides essential supplies and care—both
physical and psychological—in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. Then supports
long-term rebuilding efforts and assists communities as they adapt.
Over the last few years when our neighbors around the country have faced devastation from flooding and tornados, we have
partnered with The United Methodist Committee on Relief to help. The recent storms on the East Coast and in Haiti have left
these areas needing the help of UMCOR. We want to respond to the need by having clean up buckets and health kits available
to fill and return over the next two weeks.
If you would like to donate directly to the ministry of UMCOR, you may give online at www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects. Every
dollar will go directly to those in need.
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Next Gen
Children’s Ministries Leadership Team
Hello from the members of our Church of
the Servant Children’s Ministries Leadership Team for 2016-17. Last year, our mission raised $3,409 to present to Water4,
helping to stomp out the world water crisis.
This year our team has chosen to support
United Methodist Canyon Camp near Hinton, Oklahoma.

Canyon Camp is a place that many of you,
your family members, or your friends may
have visited. We have KIDZ CAMP there
every July, there are family reunions there,
our youth go there (our church has many
connections to Canyon Camp)! Many of our
other Methodist churches attend Canyon
Camp. Canyon Camp is available to United
Methodist groups as well as non-United
Methodist non-profit groups.
Our goal in helping Canyon Camp is to fulfill some of their specific needs, so that the
camp is even better equipped to share the
beauty of the camp and God’s Glory with
others. Canyon Camp provided us a list of
some of the things that would be beneficial. We have chosen:
• Mattresses for the bunk beds in the cabins ($200 each)
• Air conditioning and heating units for the cabins ($700 each)
We would love to do even more, but that depends on all of us helping out. Our prayer is that together we can provide funding for these
things to the camp, benefiting many who go there looking for God’s
love. Please join us in bringing a donation each time you come to
church and putting it in our Mission Collection Containers that will be
in the Children’s areas. Thank you!

NextGen Family Worship Night!

NextGen Ministries will host our first ever Family Worship Night on
Wednesday, November 16, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Our mission in NextGen is to combine the influences of the Church and the Family to
lead the next generation to become fully committed followers of
Christ. One way we do that is by creating opportunities for families
to come together for a shared spiritual experience. Family Worship
Night is one of those opportunities. This great night is a designed
specifically for families with kids from preschool to 5th grade and will
be complete with interactive family activities and a kid/parent friendly
worship service. Mark your calendar and make plans to take part in
this amazing experience!
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Profile Of Faithfulness
We began our faith journey at Church of the Servant when the
church was on Northwest Highway. We began visiting regularly in approximately 1985, and formally joined September 11,
1988. Prior to that, we did not have a church home. Obviously,
Church of the Servant means everything to us in terms of our
spiritual development and growth.
Since 1985, our journey of faith has followed the path of “Believe, Belong, Become.” Our deepening belief in God aided
by the teachings of Senior Minister Norman Neaves, led us
to seek membership on September 11, 1988. As belonging
members, we attended church and Sunday school weekly,
and we began to expand that to several Christian education
activities. Both of us took Disciples I and II. Dave also completed Disciples III and IV, and facilitated both of the latter two
courses. We also took two other Disciples Courses together.
We have taken church sponsored trips to Israel and the Greek
Islands following the journeys of Paul. In addition, we joined
a trip to England learning about John Wesley and his family.
Our journey under the guidance and support of Church of the
Servant has taken us to the becoming disciples phase of our
faith growth. This has included many wonderful missional opportunities in service to others including a mission trip to help
people of the dump in Guatemala City. We have also worked
with such ministries as Skyline Urban Ministry, the Food Bank,
Rebuilding Together, Exodus House, Whiz Kids and Stop
Hunger Now. Perhaps most significantly, both of us are Care
Chaplains, who supplement our clergy in reaching out to those
who are hospitalized, grieving, elderly, or otherwise in need of
prayerful spiritual nurturing.

We have been privileged to serve in leadership positions in
the church. We are both currently lay delegates to the Annual
Methodist Conference. We have also taken part in the annual
Charge Conferences. Dave has served as a member of the
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee and has chaired it twice.
The chairmanship of that body also conferred membership on
the Administrative Council. Dave has additionally served on
the Mission Council.
As we reflect on the impact of Church of the Servant on us,
perhaps the most important things are the relationships that
we have developed. Most of our friends are at Church of the
Servant. Those friends have been with us through the highs
and lows of life. Without them there would have been an unfillable hole in our lives. For us, our church is truly a Body of
Christ.
— Dave & Marge Carmichael

Stewardship In Focus

This is the time of year when we prayerfully consider our commitments to
Christ and remember our covenant vows – to faithfully participate in the
ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service,
and our witness, that in everything God may be glorified.
Over the course of the next few weeks, we will hear friends and family
throughout our congregation give their testimonies of how their relationships with Christ have grown through their participation in the many ministries of our church. We will also hear from others who have struggled and
how the commitments made by members of our church family became the
catalyst that turned their lives around and led them to a stronger relationship with Christ.
This journey of self-evaluation will bring us to “Commitment Sunday” on
November 6. We will come together as a body of believers and pledge our faith, our praise, and our commitments
to the Lord. It is the only time all year when we publicly profess our commitment to Christ and our faith in who he
is and how he can use us as a vessel to build a community of believers. Oh, what an exciting time this is, indeed!
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Profile Of Faithfulness

Looking back, I realize that God has
been working on me for a long time. My
road to Church of the Servant began
when I met my wonderful wife. I was
not attending any church and had not
attended church outside of funerals or
weddings since I was a young child. I
felt organized religion was outdated. I
felt that I loved the Lord and I lead a
good life so that was all I needed to do.
As my relationship with Amy grew, we
talked about going to church together
and we started visiting different churches in the area.
Church of the Servant ended up being
a great fit for us as it was an excellent
blending of our religious backgrounds.
As always, it was Amy pushing my
boundaries and building my faith which
I am so blessed to have. After attending
Church of the Servant for many months,
we joined a Sunday school class and
that was the beginning of becoming
more involved in the life of this church.
We started participating in community
outreach projects, such as: Rebuilding
Together, Servant Day, and various others. Meanwhile, God was building our
faith and strength in Him. During this
time, we had ups and downs, but eventually had our daughter Rachel. Since
she was born, she has always received
the love and care of the amazing people
in our Children’s Ministries.
As I said, God had been working on us,
but definitely me for a long time building a strong foundation of love and trust
which was put to the test. In 2010, we
had been married for 4 years and our
daughter was then 2 years old when I
was diagnosed with brain cancer. At
that time our world had become a blur
and our lives were in a chaotic state.
We could have folded up shop and just
waited for what we thought was the inevitable, but God had been laying His
foundation leading up to that point. This
church and many other people came
rushing into our chaos. Because of the
constant stream of support, we knew we
had not been abandoned by God and
that our faith would see us through. I
don’t know how we would have made
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it through that time in our lives without
all the people in Church of the Servant
and the faith it had instilled in me (us).
There are countless stories of support,
from phone calls, meetings, meals, and
yes, even Christmas lights put on our
house so Christmas was semi-normal
while I was out of state going through
treatment.

Amy and I have “adopted” the mantra,
“to whom much is given, much is expected.” I was given my life and my family
back. Not only that, but my eyes have
been opened to a life or peace that I
didn’t know before all of this. This peace
and gratitude is something that cannot
be taught, it must be lived out. Not in
the sense of repaying a debt, but instead
with a grateful heart we became more involved. It started with teaching Sunday
school in the Children’s Ministries and
then branching out to tutoring a young
boy named Alan in reading through Whiz
Kids. Our lives are terribly busy, but
there is an unexplainable joy given and
received when you get involved in other
people’s lives. God is in those moments
and He works through us. We have
been the recipients and now we hope to
pass it along. —Troy Weber
•••••••••••••••••••••
I feel at home here and it’s a big part of
my life. I grew up in a very small church,
so it being such a large church was not
familiar, but I enjoy it. I like still being
able to take part in small groups like our
Sunday school class and Bible studies
and to develop relationships.
We have made a lot of friends at Church
of the Servant and it has been our
daughter’s church for her entire life.
She was baptized here as a six month
old and just recently received her third
grade Bible here. After living near the
church when we first attended, we
moved to Yukon for several years. Even
though we liked living there, we moved
back to Northwest OKC and one main
reason was to be closer to our church.
We have been teaching Sunday school
for close to five years now. The first

Troy, Amy and Rachel Weber
class was four year olds, then first graders and now third graders. It’s important
to us to be a part of the children’s area
where our daughter is involved. We also
take part in other missions through the
church like Stop Hunger Now and the
recent apartment complex cookout. We
think it’s important for her to know the
importance of showing God’s love to
others through our actions.
Several years ago, shortly after being
diagnosed with a brain tumor, Troy went
out of state for surgery, radiation and
chemo. He was gone for seven weeks
right around Christmas and New Years.
I was home with our then two year old
daughter and I carried our health insurance through my job, so it was very important for me to work a certain number
of hours to maintain our insurance. People from our Sunday school class, ministers and members of Care Ministries
were very supportive during that time.
We received meals, phone calls and lots
of prayer. Friends and strangers alike at
our church played a big part in helping
us through that very difficult time.
We love having the opportunity to have
great friendships, to learn about and
worship God, and to serve others.
– Amy Weber

Adult

Veteran’s Day Celebration

Church of the Servant Veteran’s Day Celebration is hosted by Major General Rita Aragon
(retired) and Rev. Randy Shrauner on Sunday afternoon, November 13, from 2:00-3:30
p.m. All veterans and families are invited to join us for a wonderful afternoon of celebration.
This Veteran’s Celebration will begin with a short service in the Chapel to honor the veterans who have gone to stand guard at the gates of heaven, a prayer for those veterans
currently in active service, and a prayer of thanksgiving for those veterans discharged who
have stood in the gap for us all.
Major General Rita Aragon (retired) will deliver a brief word of thanks, followed by a prayer
of peace from Rev. Randy Shrauner. The Boy Scouts of American will be in attendance to bear our flag and play Taps.
Refreshments will follow in the Courtyard. Church of the Servant holds all veterans in our hearts and hopes you will join us and
allow us to honor you.
“The Soldiers and Sailors, men and women, are our friends.
They were high school athletes, college students, the kid next door, but they volunteered to serve
and give something bigger than themselves.”
Major General Richard Huck, Commander General
Camp Lejuene, NC

Prime Time
November 8, 2016

Bob Burke, one of Oklahoma’s most
well-recognized native sons, will be
our guest speaker for Prime Time
on November 8 in Community Hall.
Bob, an attorney, author, and historian, has written more historical
non-fiction books than anyone else
in history. He will speak about “The
Uniqueness of Oklahoma.” He practices law and writes books here in
Oklahoma City.
His many honors include: being named to the Oklahoma Journalism Hall
of Fame; induction into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame; being named the first
recipient of the Lee Allen Smith Oklahoma Legacy Award; induction into
the Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame; and receiving an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from Oklahoma City University in 2011.
Following the program, we will feast on Thanksgiving turkey and dressing
with all the trimmings!
Be sure to mark your calendar for our annual Christmas Bake Sale on
December 8. This is our big fund-raiser for the year. We will have sign-up
sheets at November’s meeting so you can list all the goodies you plan to
contribute.
Bob Burke’s presentation will be a program worthy of your time, so don’t
forget to sign up at the Welcome Center or call the church office to reserve
your spot.

New Bible Studies
Buck And A Bible, a study for men
Buck and a Bible, meets Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30
a.m. in Community Hall. The new study is by
John Piper, entitled What Jesus Demands of
the World. The four Gospels are filled with
demands from Jesus and these demands are
loving directions for our good and ultimate
satisfaction. We hope to see you there!
The Journey, a co-ed study
It’s a story you know by heart, but The Journey will give you a new perspective on the
story of Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. As he did with the crucifixion in 24 Hours That Changed the World,
Adam Hamilton once again approaches a
world-changing event with thoughtfulness.
Using historical information, archaeological
data, and a personal look at some of the stories surrounding the birth, the most amazing
moment in history will become more real and
heart-felt as you walk along this road.
The Journey is a short five-week study beginning Tuesday, October 25, from 7 to
8:30 p.m. in North Adult, room 12. It will be
led by John Farr. You can register online at
churchoftheservant.com/events.
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Women
The Gifts of Christmas

The second annual women’s event, The Gifts of Christmas, is coming Friday, November
18, 6:30-9:00 p.m. Before the hustle and bustle of the holidays, come for an engaging
evening of fellowship, worship, and inspiring words brought to us by international women’s speaker Lisa Harper. Lisa is based in Nashville, TN and is known for the years she
spent traveling and speaking with Women of Faith. Lisa will be sharing how the gift of
God’s promise can shape our hearts and lives as we approach the holiday season. Invite
the women in your life to come with you for this evening. We will begin the evening with
a dessert and coffee bar. The cost of the evening $25 and it includes a thoughtful take
home remembrance of the evening. Tickets are available at www.churchoftheservant.
com/events and on Sundays at the table in the Concourse.

Deep And Wide Hearts
Fifteen years ago, a group of women began meeting and growing in discipleship and fellowship together. Over the years,
these women have celebrated and grieved together, journeying through births, death, marriages and divorces. They supported each other through many seasons of life.

spend time giving to those in need right in our own backyards.
It will connect our church family in new and wonderful ways
as well.

In summers past, they had studied a book, but this year decided in the break to explore what it means to serve together.
Mission has always been a part of this group, as many of the
women are connected to service in our community.

In Miki Farris’ words: We believe that anytime you serve together it adds another dimension to the bond that we have
with each other and the group as a whole. Serving always
makes us feel better and serving together takes it up a notch.
It keeps us in communion with God as well.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••
In Piper Pfister’s words: Our group doesn’t like not being together, so in the past we have met at different restaurants on
Wednesdays during our extended breaks. Close to the end of
our summer study, we were discussing how long of a break we
were going to have this time. We started talking about serving on Wednesday nights instead of just getting together for
dinner. We served twice at Infant Crisis Services. We served
dinner at The Salvation Army with Jill’s company. We served
at Goodwill, the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, and we
cooked dinner for Ronald McDonald House. The final week,
we got to spend time setting out flyers at the apartments and
getting to talk to some of the precious tenants, who were so
excited about the offer made by our church.
I believe that all who participated, walked away touched. I feel
that it brought us closer to each other’s hearts as we shared
God’s love to others in need. It was amazing to see and talk to
those we shared the evenings with, and to hear and feel their
heartfelt appreciation of what we were doing. We decided at
the end of our break that this is how we want to spend ALL of
our breaks from now on. God is so amazing and it’s so awesome to get to be a part of His service. I truly hope that our
story will inspire other Bible study groups and youth groups to
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Since the beginning of this Bible study group, we have done
a mission-related activities. We decided this year that on our
breaks that we were going to do more service projects for
more organizations and that way we would still be able to see
each other every week.
The beauty of the Bible study is we love studying the Word
together, but it is also a circle of friends and prayer warriors
that love each other dearly. Everyone is welcome! This study
meets on Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 p.m. in North Adult room 12.

Our Life Together
Our Prayers

u Bud and Alana Atkins as Alana recuperates from surgery.
u Faye Brownlee as Faye recuperates
from surgery.
u John and Sherri Bumps as John
deals with health issues and is hospitalized at Integris Baptist Medical Center.
u Larry and Judy Cincotta as Larry recuperates from surgery.
u Harold Deislinger as Harold deals
with health issues and is a resident at
Heritage Point of OKC.
u Kinlee Farris as Kinlee deals with
health issues and faces possible treatment at MD Anderson.
u Bob and Judy Henry as Bob deals
with health issues.
u Kent, Dana, Blake, and Beckham Israel as Dana deals with health issues.
u Jay, Jennifer, Brooke, and Kate Lacy
as Jay recuperates from surgery.
u Jerry and Sally Liles as Sally’s brother, Randy Dennis, deals with health issues.
u Allen and Judy Marlin as Allen deals
with health issues.
u Penny Pavy as Penny deals with
health issues.
u Bruce and Sherry Robertson as
Sherry’s parent’s, Oscar and Janetta Allen, both deal with health issues.
u Charlene Trimble as Charlene’s sister, Sharon Huneycutt, deals with health
issues.
u Peg Vessels as Peg recuperates
from surgery.
u Nick and Nechelle Zoller as Nick’s
colleague, Shanna York, deals with
health issues.

Our Sympathy

u David and Carla Blackshaw and Family at the death of Carla’s mother, Dorothy Cart.
u Family and Friends at the death of
Mary Elizabeth Davis.
u Cary and Terry Fisher and Family
at the death of Terry’s father, Clarence
Smith.
u Clyde and Fran Kirk and Family at the
death of Clyde’s brother, Richard Kirk.
u Thomas and Tabatha Maassen and
Family at the death of Tabatha’s mother,
Inez Rogers.

Sundays in the Kitchen
Full Breakfast - $6;
Lunch - $9; Kid’s Plate - $3.50

u 10/23—Catfish, Fries, Onion Rings,
Rolls, Salad, Dessert. Baked Fish and
kids menu also available.
u 10/30—Roast Beef, Potatoes,
Rolls, Vegetables, Salad, and Dessert.
u 11/06— Lasagna, Vegetables, Italian
Salad, French Bread, and Dessert.

CARE MINISTRIES

u Matt, Christy, and Kendall Ruebel and
Family at the death of Matt’s father, Dr.
James Sherman Ruebel.

When a family is faced with an illness or
crisis, it is sometimes difficult to remember
to inform Care Ministries of that special
situation. As a church family, all of us can
help. If you know of a member who would
benefit from our specialized care or our
prayers through Care Ministries, call Care
Ministries at 728-4738 or 312-4634.

Our Celebration

Grief Support Group

u Vicki Roberds and Family at the death
of Vicki’s father, Jim Butler.

u Chloe Roberts at the birth of her great
granddaughter, Cameron Joy Hitchcock.
The proud parents and brother are Justin, Natalie and Gavin Hitchcock.

Celebrating Memories
u A contribution has been made to
Church of the Servant UMCOR in honor
of Jimette McLean by The Path Sunday
School Class.
u A contribution has been made to
Church of the Servant Care Ministries
in honor of Tim Travers by Robert and
Nancy Smith.
u A contribution has been made to
Church of the Servant Executive Minister’s Discretionary Fund in memory of
Charlie Johnson by Jolene Ingram and
Dale Putnam.

If you’ve experienced the loss of a loved
one, you might benefit from attending
our Grief Support Group.
We will meet each Sunday, 1:30-3:00
p.m. through October 30 in the Library,
which is in the office area just behind
the waterfall.
Each session will include watching a
helpful video, as well as plenty of time
for discussion and sharing. Come and
be part of a group of people who will encourage and build up one another in the
faith, which makes such a difference as
we grieve.
Whether you have recently experienced
the death of a loved one, or if you have
been on a grief journey for a long time,
we hope you’ll consider joining the
group.
We utilize the Grief Share curriculum,
and each participant will receive a complimentary workbook. Register by contacting Vicki Roberds at 728-4738 or
vroberds@churchoftheservant.com.
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14343 N MacArthur Blvd
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