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Floodgates

What an incredible experience this past Sunday as people poured out of all four of our worship services and
filled every ministry area and office, every doorway and desk with “sticky notes” marking a prayer said for
the future of Church of the Servant! Thousands upon thousands of colorful reminders remain, each testifying
that we are looking to God to break through in a powerful and possibly unexpected way
in each of our lives. Rather than being a one-time occurrence, this posture of prayer and
anticipation opens doors of possibilities as our hearts seek God and the designs he has
for our life together.
The initial idea for our prayer walk was drawn from the book Floodgates: Holy Momentum for a Fearless Church written by Sue Nilson Kibby. Sue is a friend and colleague
currently serving as the Director of Missional Church Development for the West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church. Previously, Sue had been the Executive Minister
at Ginghamsburg UMC, a large and dynamic Church, which many of you will recognize as
being Mike Slaughter’s congregation located just north of Dayton, Ohio. This book flows
out of her experience in both settings and her profound desire to see congregations fully
live into the potential God has built within them.
We, as a staff, will be sitting down together on a weekly basis to dig into Floodgates as
we ask how we can open avenues through which God can work within our hearts as to
move us forward in this great mission to which we are called. We will be looking for those
breakthrough moments and would ask you to be aware of God’s presence and movement
in your life as well. When you experience God, I would ask you to share the moment with
Rev. Randy Shrauner
us as we want to become a congregation who expects God to move, and celebrates his
Executive Minister
life-giving presence. Your experiences serve to spread hope and anticipation as to what
might be possible in the days and months to come. All breakthroughs, large or small, deserve to be celebrated!
But today, we give thanks, the vibrant celebration of God’s presence experienced by all in attendance at last Sunday’s
worship. I encourage you to join us this coming Sunday, as God is breaking through at Church of the Servant!
– Randy

Christmas Eve Offering
Thank you for your generosity, Church of the Servant! Thanks to your faithfulness and your investment in the lives of
our students in NextGen ministry, our Christmas Eve offering was $6,786! These funds will provide scholarships to
enable students to experience mission trips.
Mission trips change the way students see the world. Senior Evan Jordan has been impacted, saying, “Mission Trips
have been the most important part of my experience in High School Ministries. They have been a catalyst for building
relationships between students. They have also been an avenue for students to find their calling, being the hands and
feet of Jesus.”
For Sang Nguyen, High School Ministries Coordinator, mission trips are an integral part of ministry to students. “A
mission trip is by far one of my favorite things we do here within Student Ministries,” said Sang. “It is a week set aside
to serve Jesus by serving the community and one another. It’s been a staple for this ministry and an important part for
the discipleship of our students. There’s a beautiful exchange between the people we serve and our students. When
we humble ourselves, we will recognize that the people we serve will also serve us in return. And in that, we all get to
experience the living Christ.”
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Missions

Volunteer for Whiz Kids
Our Whiz Kids ministry needs a few good volunteers to help finish out the
second semester of the school year. Due to unforeseen health issues,
we have lost some subs for our tutoring program and story tellers for our
Club Time lessons (Bible time). We meet every Monday when OKCPS
is in session at Wesley UMC from 3:00 - 5:00 a.m. Subbing would require a 2-hour commitment when needed, and storytelling would require a
15-minute session once a month if we have enough volunteers. We have
a very successful site thanks to all of your support. There will be a table
where you can stop by and ask questions on January 15, or contact Shirley Rolston at jsrolston@cox.net or Carolyn Hays at chays25@cox.net.

Pictured with Whiz Kids: Jim Hammond,
Sherri Price and Gayle Dekker

Earthglow Giftshop
For the past 40-plus years, Earthglow has had a significant presence at Church
of the Servant. Starting out as a venue for the marketing of church members’
handmade items and making many shifts in directions along the way, the primary purpose of this beautiful gift shop was, is and always will be to share all
profits with local mission areas in our community. It is a place where we can
shop for special items at reasonable prices and know that the dollars we spend
will enrich our lives and also benefit one of the charitable organizations throughout our community.
Earthglow is the type of place that you just naturally want to take out-of-town guests to shop. One of our members, Jimette
McLean, made a point to bring her Alaskan visitors for a shopping spree (see picture). They found Christmas items marked
down to half price, as well as many unique items, such as: Valentine doormat inserts, E-cloths that clean beautifully with only
water and no cleaning solutions, greeting cards, and even a new breath mint collection.
Make a point to shop Earthglow often in 2017, and when you have out-of-town guests, bring them to one of OKC’s shopping
treasures right here in our own church.

Fish Appeal for Stop Hunger Now
Sunday, February 5
30,000 people lose their lives every single day to starvation. Since
2010, members and friends of Church of the Servant have partnered
with Stop Hunger Now to change that statistic, to save lives and to
end global hunger! Because of their compassion and commitment
to this vision, over $252,000 has been raised and 1,011,792 meals
have been packaged and shipped to feed hungry children all over
the world!
On Sunday, February 5, a special Fish Appeal will be taken to raise
money for the Stop Hunger Now meal packaging event on Sunday,
March 5, where 151,000 meals will be packaged. Each meal costs
29 cents, adding up to $43,790.00. Church of the Servant has raised
this and more each year. Thank you for your continued commitment to our mission of saving lives and ending global hunger!
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Women
New Year, New You
Sunday, January 29 at 4pm

Ladies, come for an afternoon of fellowship and mission as we enjoy a potluck
dinner and share in the ministry of Tenaciously Teal which is an organization
dedicated to meeting the needs of cancer fighters through care packs, gas and
meal cards, and by throwing empowerment parties with professional makeup
and pictures at no cost to cancer fighters
facing hair loss from treatment.
Tenaciously Teal’s founder, Tarah Warren, was diagnosed with Stage IV Ovarian Cancer in December of 2012. After
her surgery, she began to notice many
patients who needed to be reminded of
God’s love for them. Tarah began bringing Cancer Care Packs to treatment, and
praying with patients over her sixteen
months of chemotherapy. Care Packs
contained simple things Tarah used to
fight cancer and as she distributed them
she was able to share her joy and hope in
Christ. Come to hear her inspiring story,
bring a dish to share, and a $10 gift card
(gas card or Walmart gift card) to donate
to the cause. We will be decorating bags
and writing cards to cancer fighters.

Lisa Harper pictured (center) with
some of our Bible study girls!
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Women’s Bible Studies by Lisa Harper
Church of the Servant’s women packed the Centrum on a chilly November evening
for fellowship and a profound message from author and international speaker Lisa
Harper. Harper’s warmth, humor, and powerful words were inspiring for all who
attended. You can continue to enjoy Lisa’s engaging style in several Bible studies
this winter:
The Gospel of Mark
Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m. beginning January 17 in South Adult 3
God’s heart is moved by your cries for help, your shouts for joy, your unspoken
worries. We know Him to be a God of unparalleled power and authority, but Mark’s
account of Jesus paints Him as a deeply personal and intimate God, too. Led by
Lou Ann Morris. Childcare is provided.
Hebrews: The Nearness of King Jesus
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. beginning January 11 in South Adult 1 & 2
Hebrews was a sermon for a specific people and culture in the midst of martyrdom
and persecution. It is also relevant for us today, reminding us to continue walking
toward Jesus regardless of our culture or our circumstances. Journey through
this bridge between the Old and New Testaments to get to the heart of the matter:
Jesus is our accessible King. He is not a faraway God, but an up-close Redeemer
who draws near to us. Hebrews helps women make the connection between God
the Father and God the Son and reminds us that Jesus is supreme, but He is also
compassionate, empathetic, and loving to no end. Lisa Harper makes digging into
Hebrews fun and doable, as only she can, without losing an ounce of depth. Led
by Debbi Marshall & Patricia Hocker.
Believing Jesus: A Journey Through the Book of Acts
Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00 p.m. beginning January 10 in North Adult Room 12
What does it mean to believe Jesus? Not just believe in Jesus, but actually believe
what He said—and shape our lives around that truth? How would that affect the
choices we make? The way we see the world? The way we conduct ourselves
with other Christians? In Believing Jesus, Lisa Harper answers these questions by
looking at the lives of the believers in Acts and how Jesus’ command to spread the
gospel forever shaped their lives. Today, we are faced with the same decisions the
early church faced. Will we, like them, truly believe the words of Jesus and allow
them to transform every part of our lives?
Childcare is available.

Profile of Faithfulness
Since I had babies and worked full
time, it was difficult for me to consistently make it to Wednesday night rehearsals. I sang in the choir with Larry
and a little with Michael. I also was
asked to sing solos occasionally and I
sang in a group called ‘All-in-All’. And
then, a few years ago, my good friend,
Jennifer Robinson, invited me to become a part of choir.”

Michelle Knight’s love of God shines
brightly through music. “Music notes,
both vocal and instrumental, enhance
words or lyrics,” says Michelle. Often, people can connect with the music and feel the Holy Spirit working in
their hearts. This is where the ministry
comes in. It is just like ministering with
words, except it is set to music.”
Michelle believes that many people
connect with music even when they
are not able to connect with anything
else. Music is a universal language.
Michelle sees music as a spiritual experience and her ministry: “Music is
where I feel closest to my Savior. I
have memorized much scripture because I sing it. My prayer every time
I sing is, ‘Please, Lord, let someone
feel closer to you in this song. Please
help them to feel wrapped up in your
love and peace.’ I also ask him to calm
my nerves. If just one person can feel
God’s love through song, that is what
it’s all about.”

Michelle has shared her talent and love
of music at Servant for almost twenty
years. Michelle reflected on her years
in Music Ministry: “I was actually a
member of the choir off and on for a
few years when I was a young adult.

Michelle said that she honestly cannot imagine her life without music.
She calls it “my escape, my therapy,
my relief.” She is very grateful for the
amazing leadership of Chuck Weatherford, Matt Schinske, and Rachel Mitchell. Michelle says she looks forward
to Wednesdays and Sundays so she
can visit and “make music with some
amazing people! I love my choir family
dearly.”
Join us for Sunday morning worship at
8:15, 9:15, 9:23, and 10:45 and experience “God’s love through song!”

Workshop

Inductive Bible Study Workshop

Start Reading the Bible in a New Way in the New Year

Wednesday, January 18, 2017, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m
LEADER: Nancy Harris
COST OF WORKSHOP AND LUNCH: $15
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP FOR THIS CLASS IS JANUARY 11, 2017

This workshop is for both men and women. To register for the workshop, email Nancy Harris at nancyquilter@cox.net, or
Susie Cobden at scobden@churchoftheservant.com. You can also register online at www.churchoftheservant.com/events.
You will be glad you did!
What is Inductive Bible Study? God’s Word is your guidebook for all of life, and inductive study gives you the key to understanding that guide. Inductive study, a method that brings you directly to the Word of God apart from another’s understanding or interpretation of the text, involves three skills: (1) Observation teaches you to see precisely what the passage
says. It is the basis for accurate interpretation and correct application. Observation answers the question: What does the
passage say? (2) Interpretation answers the question: What does the passage mean? (3) Application answers the question: What truths can I put into practice, and what changes should I make in my life? When you know what God says, what
He means, and how to put His truths into practice, you will be equipped for every circumstance of life. Ultimately, the goal
of personal Bible study is a transformed life and a deep and abiding relationship with Jesus Christ.
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Adults

Bible Studies

Two outstanding opportunities are coming for both men and women to grow as
disciples of Christ. Seasoned teachers John Farr and Nancy Harris have studies
planned that will inspire you whether you are new to Christian faith or a seasoned
believer. Bible studies are a great place to connect with others and grow in your
faith.

Prime Time
January 12

Prime Time will welcome Dr. Bob
Blackburn, notably called the “face
of Oklahoma history.” Dr. Blackburn
is a native Oklahoman who earned
his Ph.D. from Oklahoma State
University, and has been executive
director of the Oklahoma Historical
Society since 1999.
He has authored 18 books on Oklahoma history, delivered well over
a thousand lectures, and appears
frequently on television. He helped
spearhead the effort to fund and construct the Oklahoma History Center,
a Smithsonian-quality museum and
research facility that opened on
statehood day, November 16, 2005.
Dr. Blackburn has spent almost four
decades championing Oklahoma’s
history, and is the guiding force behind the historical society’s transformation into a powerful, vital organization that pushes constantly for
excellence.
And speaking of history, Prime Time
will celebrate our 30th birthday, with
a wonderful meal and plenty of birthday cake and ice cream! The program alone is $2, or with the meal
it is $10. Sign up at the Welcome
Center or call the church office, 7214141, no later than 4:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, January 11.
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The Book of James: A Faith That Is Real, a Precept Study
Wednesdays, 9:00-11:15 a.m. beginning February 1 in North Adult room 7
Deadline for registration is January 18.
What is true faith? How should you live the Christian life? Each verse of this
practical study is alive with instructions, admonition, and encouragement. Learn
God’s principles for dealing with trials, temptations, the tongue, and the pull of
the world. Weekly homework is required. The book is $24 and the study will be
led by Nancy Harris.
When the Game Is Over, It All Goes Back in the Box: Six Sessions on Living
Life in the Light of Eternity by John Ortberg
Tuesdays, January 24-February 28 in North Adult 12
Using popular games as a metaphor for our
temporal lives, this six-session small group
Bible study DVD, When the Game is Over,
It All Goes Back in the Box, by John Ortberg, neatly sorts out what’s fleeting and
what’s permanent in God’s kingdom.
Today is the day you choose… which game
you want to win… which prize you want to
collect… which priorities you want to set. It’s
a thrill to win at checkers or Clue or Trivial
Pursuit. You sweep aside the other players
and you “own” the board. It’s also a thrill to
win a promotion at work… the new house
you wanted… that sports car you’ve always
eyed.
But just like the game cards, the tokens, and
the timer, those prizes are temporary. When
the game is over, they all go back in the box. Games can cast a powerful spell,
says best-selling author John Ortberg. But the wisest player remembers that the
game is always going to end. So when everything goes back in the box, you’ll
have made what is temporary a servant to what is eternal, and you’ll leave this
life knowing you’ve achieved the only victory that matters.
When the Game is Over, It All Goes Back in the Box will teach you to:
• Live passionately and boldly
• Learn how to be active players in the game that pleases God
• Find your true mission and offer your best
• Fill each square on the board with what matters most
• Seek the richness of being instead of the richness of having
John Farr will teach the class. The book is available at Amazon and Lifeway.

Save The Date For
NextGen Family Worship Night

NextGen

On Wednesday, February 1 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., NextGen Ministries will host our second Family Worship Night. Our mission in
NextGen is to combine the influences of the Church and the Family
to lead the next generation to become fully committed followers of
Christ. One way we do that is by creating opportunities for families
to come together for a shared spiritual experience. Family Worship
Night is one of those opportunities. This great night is designed
specifically for families with kids from preschool to 5th grade and
will include interactive family activities and a kid/parent-friendly worship service. Mark your calendar and make plans to take part in this
amazing experience!

Pancake Breakfast
January 22
Our church-wide Pancake Breakfast with Silent
Auction is January 22. Join us for a morning of
delicious food, fantastic service, and support the
High School Spring Break Mission Trip! We will
serve pancakes from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. High
School Ministries needs several more baskets
for our Silent Auction. If you, your Sunday school
class, or some other group would like to donate
a basket, please contact Sang Nguyen at 7284754. Your help is greatly appreciated!

Troop 177
In December, we had the annual lock-in at the YMCA at Mitch Park. We played many board games including card wars, hive,
and chess. We also had physical activities, such as: dodgeball, hide and seek, basketball, and swimming. The swimming test
we did at Mitch Park also was for advancement and for summer camp. Some of us were up from 6:00 a.m. on Friday to 7:00
a.m. on Saturday.
In December, we had a spaghetti dinner to raise money for the scouts to go to the USS Lexington, summer camp, and trappers.
We would like to thank everyone for supporting us. We had scouts collecting money, serving, and cleaning. We had the men
from BSF there to support us on Monday.
Next campout is the trappers rendezvous in January. This campout is in north central Kansas where we have scouts come from
all over. All the scouts get together and trade items, like trading a knife for old video games. As a side trip, we are going to strata
Kia salt mines in Kansas.
– Aaron Lawson
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Students
My experience on the Advance Winter
Retreat helped me to further develop
my relationship with God and my fellow Church of the Servant students. I
was reminded just how deep God’s love
is, and I gained many ideas for how to
connect with God during my everyday
life.Throughout the retreat, we studied
Peter and how he lived his life to glorify God. Every night, we heard about a
crucial moment in Peter’s faith and were
led through an exercise that helped us
see how we can use Peter’s story to
strengthen our own faith. My favorite
part of the retreat was the prayer activity
session. During this hour, we were able
to rotate through eight different prayer
stations. Some of the stations went
along with the previous day’s lesson on
Peter, and others were focused on different aspects of our lives. The sessions
equipped me with easy ways to incorporate prayer into my daily life.
On the Advance retreat I not only
strengthened my faith, but I was also

High School Winter Retreat

able to spend time focusing on how to
live a life that points toward God. And I
was doubly blessed to have been able to
learn these things while surrounded by a
loving support group of leaders and other students, and the beauty of Canyon
Camp – an incredible example of God’s
handiwork. – Maeve Perrin, Senior

•••••••••••••••••
The Winter Retreat was an incredible
weekend to get away for a retreat where
we studied how Jesus worked in the life
of Peter and how the process of Sancitificaiton isn’t always clear and can
get messy! We learned that God shows
up even when we fall short. All of this
couldn’t have happened without adult
leaders who were willing to serve Christ
by investing in the lives of young people!
I am blown away by this wonderful team!
If you get a chance, give a big thanks to:
Shannon Schultheis, Karla O’Hara, Zack
Travers, Mike Gentry, Emily Jordan, Tim
Lloyd, Stacey Brim, Daley Spear, Rebecca Valentine, Deidra Goff, Amy Hammons, Jill Perrin, Christy Strickland, JG
Shelton, Tyler Slife, Todd Neaves, Lynda
Barnes, Missy Loftis, David Hammons,
and Johnny Rocks.
– Sang Nguyen

(LtoR): Maeve Perrin and Andi Butler

High School Ministry is heading to Denver over Spring Break!
This week-long mission will be an amazing opportunity to
share the incredible love of Christ. Jesus calls His followers to
go and be His hands and feet. This is our chance to answer
the call to be like Jesus. This is one of the greatest opportunities to grow in your relationship with Jesus, our leaders, and
other youth students.

tation, lodging, all meals (except travel meals—5 meals), all
material cost, t-shirts, and an absolutely amazing experience. Payments will be broken up over the course of 2 different dates. All checks should be made out to Church of the
Servant. Scholarships are available based on need. Contact
Sang for more information at snguyen@churchoftheservant.
com.

It takes place from Sunday, March 12 through Friday, March
17. We will leave BEFORE church on Sunday, March 12 at
5:00 am. We will return to the church on Friday, March 17
between 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

We are working with an incredible organization – https://www.
csm.org/denver/php. We will have opportunities to work at urban ministries, local churches, and outreach centers. You can
sign up at www.churchoftheservant.com/events or pick up a
form at The Point Student Center.
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Our Prayers

Our Life Together

u John and Carol Adams as John’s daughter, Amy Oleinick, recuperates from surgery.
u Lorraine Aken as Lorraine recuperates
from an illness and is hospitalized at the OK
Heart Hospital.
u Bud and Alana Atkins as Bud recuperates
from surgery.
u Gary and Darlene Berkovsky as Darlene’s
brother-in-law, John Hensley, recuperates
from surgery.
u Harold and Jean Coleman as Harold
deals with health issues and Jean faces surgery at St. Anthony Bone and Joint Hospital.
u Doyle and Janice Eiler as Janice recuperates from surgery.
u Barbara Eskridge as Barbara’s nephew,
Todd Magbee, deals with health issues.
u Tracy and Sharon Freeny as Tracy deals
with health issues.
u Teri Green as Teri recuperates from surgery.
u Nicky and Vonda Hail as Nicky deals with
health issues.
u D.A. Heggie as D.A. deals with health issues.
u Jim and Coleen Henry as their brotherin-law, Warren Stroud, recuperates from
surgery.
u Kent, Dana, Blake, and Beckham Israel
as Dana recuperates from surgery.
u Clark, Emily, and Madeline Kongs as
Madeline recuperates from surgery.
u Bob and Marilyn Long as Marilyn recuperates from injuries from a fall.
u Ken Marose and Jean Marose as Jean
recuperates from a fall.
u Scott, M.J., Nathan, and Zachary Means
as Nathan recuperates from surgery.
u Vicki Muir as Vicki faces a procedure at
Mercy Health Center.
u Phyllis Narcomey as Phyllis recuperates
from surgery.
u Mark and Dianne Snyder as Mark deals
with health issues.
u Shirley Spence as Shirley recuperates
from surgery and is a resident at Baptist Village Rehab Facility.
u Bill and Mary White as Mary’s mother,
Mabel Fuhrmann, deals with health issues.

Our Sympathy

Our Sympathy Continued

u Eric, Maggie, Will, Cole, and Andrew
Brinkman and Family at the death of Maggie’s
father, Bob Melody.

u Cheryl Wheelbarger, Greg Wheelbarger, and
Richard, Sherri, Taylor and Madison Kuebler
and Family at the death of Cheryl’s husband
and Greg’s and Sherri’s father, James “Jim”
Wheelbarger.

u Gary and Darlene Berkovsky and Family
at the death of Darlene’s step-father, Victor
Maine.

u Corey, Bella, and Brinley Carson and Family at the death of Corey’s wife, and Bella’s and
Brinley’s mother, Amanda “Mandy” Starkey
Carson.
u Jarrell and Wilma Cathey and Family at
the death of their sister-in-law, Judy Ruth
Cathey.
u Warren and Sue Collins and Family at the
death of Sue’s brother, Ronald Lloyd.
u Chad, Jennifer, Logan, and Carson
Cravens and Family at the death of Chad’s
grandfather, Art Cravens.
u Family and Friends at the death of Patricia
Estep.
u Jewell and Peggy Garrison and Family at
the death of Jewell’s brother, Bee Jay Garrison.
u Donna Hope and Family at the death of
Donna’s mother, Daisy Hope.

u Bob and Nancy Smith and Family at the
death of their sister-in-law, Rena Holland.

u Susy Wilson and Family at the death of
Susy’s husband, Robert Joseph Wilson.
u Jason, Blair, Jennings, and Reynolds Young
at the death of Blair’s father, Mike Waring.

Celebrating

u Rob and Cindy Brackenbury and Family at the birth of their great-nephew, Brody
Dean Thomas Petersen. The proud parents
are Matt and Taryn Petersen. The proud
sister is Harper Peterson.
u Kevin and Keri Chessmore at the birth of
their daughter, Kolbie Elizabeth Chessmore.
The proud sibilings are Kolton Chessmore
and Kennedy Chessmore.

u Lee, Juli, Emma, and Paul Hudson and
Family at the death of Juli’s father, Gordon
Pugh.

u Mike and Sarah Partin at the birth of their
son, Oliver Lawrence Partin. The proud
brother is Theodore Partin.

u John and Vickie Lacy and Family at the
death of John’s mother, Elizabeth Wall.

u Ford and Sherri Price at the birth of their
granddaughter, Lyra Isabelle Hanfling. The
proud parents are Chris Hanfling and Kate
Price Hanfling. The proud uncle is Ford
Price III.

u David Jackson and Family at the death
of David’s mother, Emily Jackson.
u Steven and Betty McDonald and Family at
the death of Betty’s mother, Florence Oleta
Emmons.
u Paul McEuen and Family at the death of
Paul’s mother, Mary Lu McEuen.
u Pat Norton and Family at the death of Pat’s
daughter, Dianne Norton.
u Lloyd and Janie Ormiston and Family at
the death of their son, Corey Ormiston.
u Joey and Andrea Punneo and Family at the
death of Joey’s father, Kenneth W. Punneo.
u John Riddles and Family at the death of
John’s wife, Hilda Riddles.

Sundays in the Kitchen
Full Breakfast - $6;
Lunch - $9; Kid’s Plate - $3.50

u 1/15 – Pork Chops, Fried Potatoes &
Cabbage, Pintos, Rolls & Dessert.
u 1/22 – PANCAKE DAY!
u 1/29 – Catfish & More!

u Charlotte Smith and Patrick, Karla, Sydney, Will, and Drew O’Hara and Family at
the death of Charlotte’s mother and Karla’s
grandmother, Lillian Venable.
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